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SIR ZACHARY COPE'S book is written and presented in a style no longer acceptable. Some of the content is repetitive, some imaginative and some irrelevant. Nevertheless, the author describes clinical facts and observations of value which we are in danger of overlooking today.
If the content of the book was re-styled to make it more incisive then, in a smaller contribution, we would have a more readable and more useful volume. In its present form its chief interest will be to those with clinical experience, who are prepared to plough through its pages to obtain the reminders and the insights which can undoubtedly be gleaned from it.
J THIS is a small book containing a remarkable amount of information. For these reasons it has proved popular with medical undergraduates. In the second edition additional information is given on health centres, family planning and the social services. The author rightly points out the increasing importance of a knowledge of the social services to the practising doctor, especially in the care of the elderly, the mentally disordered, children in need and the handicapped. Vital statistics, epidemiology and preventive medicine in general practice and the organisation of the health services are dealt with in other sections.
There is insufficient information on epidemiological methods of investigation and the use of these methods in studying health services.
Demographic factors, the population explosion, variation in biological characteristics, the methods of comparing two or more population groups are not adequately covered.
So far as it goes this is a useful book for medical students but to acquire the knowledge of social medicine now expected of the medical undergraduate additional reading is necessary especially concerning the above topics. 
